Behavior Policy

Detailed steps taken when guiding the behavior of children of various ages:

All children are spoken to directly at their level and redirected.  

Infants are spoken to in a manner that is in an understanding way because they are in the most critical learning stage.  Showing them appropriate ways to use equipment and treat others is a must.

Toddlers are given an explanation of what they are doing that is inappropriate and redirected or told what is appropriate.  If needed they are asked to go or brought to a different area where they can engage in play at a different level that does not frustrate others around them by their “everything is mine even if it’s in your hand thinking.”  Again at this age showing them appropriate ways to use equipment and treat others is a must.

Preschool/school age children are given are asked to explain what and why they are doing what ever it is that is causing the issue.  They are given an explanation about why their behavior is inappropriate and are asked questions to what they might do to make the situation better.  They are helped come to compromises or encouraged to apologize for inappropriate behavior toward others.  If they continue to miss-use equipment, hurt others or show inappropriate behavior that might even hurt themselves they are asked to leave the area and take some time to talk about what can be done to make things better.  They are given the opportunity to rejoin the group when they are ready to show appropriate behavior or treat the people around them in a more acceptable manner.  The amount of time used for a child to be away from the group solely depends on how much that child feels he/she needs.  All children are given the opportunity to rejoin the group when they feel ready to do so and when they are ready to face the issue at hand if there are consequences such as apologies, being non-disruptive during a quiet activity such as story, cleaning up inappropriate use of materials, etc.  If the child chooses to stay away longer than expected, intervention is given to bring the child back to the group and the child is helped by redirection.

